DECLINE OF SEA-POWER
Naval Base we can no longer control the China
Seas, and it will have to be recognized as axio-
matic that in their home waters the Americans
and the Japanese will always be able to support
fleets more than a match for any British Armada
that could be sent out so far. Presumably the
Germans will again be able to control the Baltic,
and to render the North Sea unsafe, while the
Turks will doubtless be accorded their reasonable
request to refortify the Dardanelles and the
Bosporus, and so will control the Sea of Marmora.
For it cannot be a British interest that these
strategic areas should fall into the hands either
of Russia or of Italy. The former, however,
is likely to control the Black Sea, as well
as the Caspian. Our general conclusion then
must be that the Lords of the Air will more
and more restrict the power of the Masters of
the Sea.
XIV.   THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE
BRITISH EMPIRE
THE most amazing feature about this chronic
process is the imperturbable calmness with which
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